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•• How many wolves and where?  (SCC)How many wolves and where?  (SCC)

•• What are acceptable means of managing wolf What are acceptable means of managing wolf 
populations and wolf problems?populations and wolf problems?

Key Issues:Key Issues:



A Single Stakeholder Group’s Preferences and A Single Stakeholder Group’s Preferences and 
Tolerances for Wolf InteractionsTolerances for Wolf Interactions
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Two Stakeholder Groups’ Preferences and Two Stakeholder Groups’ Preferences and 
Tolerances for Wolf InteractionsTolerances for Wolf Interactions
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Management Targets to Create SCCManagement Targets to Create SCC
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A Defined Social Carrying Capacity Among Three A Defined Social Carrying Capacity Among Three 
Stakeholder GroupsStakeholder Groups
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MethodsMethods
•• MiDNRMiDNR public meetings (Spring 2005)public meetings (Spring 2005)

•• Focus group meetings (Summer 2005)Focus group meetings (Summer 2005)

•• Questionnaire review panelQuestionnaire review panel

•• Mail surveys (Fall/winter 2005Mail surveys (Fall/winter 2005--06)06)
•• PrePre--notice letter, notice letter, 
•• First survey mailing, First survey mailing, 
•• Reminder postcard , Reminder postcard , 
•• Second survey mailing, Second survey mailing, 
•• Third survey mailing Third survey mailing 

General Public SurveyGeneral Public Survey
Livestock Growers SurveyLivestock Growers Survey
((FurtakerFurtaker Survey)Survey)



Wolf Situation Table



Segments of Interested MI Citizens (Weighted Data): Segments of Interested MI Citizens (Weighted Data): 
Tolerance for Wolves in the Tolerance for Wolves in the UPUP
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Segments of Interested MI Citizens (Weighted Data): Segments of Interested MI Citizens (Weighted Data): 
Tolerance for Wolves in the Tolerance for Wolves in the NLPNLP
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Segments of Interested MI Citizens (Weighted Data): Segments of Interested MI Citizens (Weighted Data): 
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SCC Summary:SCC Summary:

•• More overlap in tolerances needed in all regionsMore overlap in tolerances needed in all regions

•• Diminishing tolerance: UP wolves Diminishing tolerance: UP wolves NLP wolves NLP wolves SLP SLP 
wolves wolves 

•• Tolerance for UP Wolves Lowest in North, Highest in Tolerance for UP Wolves Lowest in North, Highest in 
SouthSouth

•• Only 7% “intolerant” of UP Wolves…Only 7% “intolerant” of UP Wolves…

–– Greatest Intolerance in: UP residents, Livestock Growers, HunterGreatest Intolerance in: UP residents, Livestock Growers, Hunterss

•• Region of Residence is as Important as Interest GroupRegion of Residence is as Important as Interest Group

•• Premature to assess SCC or BCC in the SLPPremature to assess SCC or BCC in the SLP



Tolerance for UP Wolves Among Non-hunting, 
Non-farming, Outdoor Respondents 

(weighted for region of residence)
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Tolerance for UP Wolves Among Tolerance for UP Wolves Among HuntersHunters by by 
Region of ResidenceRegion of Residence
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SCC for UP Wolves: Preferred LevelsSCC for UP Wolves: Preferred Levels
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SCC for UP Wolves:  Conflicting TolerancesSCC for UP Wolves:  Conflicting Tolerances
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The The Interested PublicInterested Public Supports Supports 
Management of Wolves Management of Wolves 

•• ““leave wolves aloneleave wolves alone”” was rejected as an option by 67%was rejected as an option by 67%

•• 76% approved of farmer authority to remove problem 76% approved of farmer authority to remove problem 
wolveswolves

•• Selectively killing problem wolves was supported by Selectively killing problem wolves was supported by 
75%75%

•• reducing regional wolf population to control reducing regional wolf population to control 
depredation losses was supported by 54%depredation losses was supported by 54%


	An Overview of Social Carrying Capacity for Wolves in Michigan
	Methods
	Wolf Situation Table
	SCC Summary:
	The Interested Public Supports Management of Wolves

